Regular City Council Meeting
6:00 p.m., Monday, May 6, 2019
Conference Room
23600 Liberty Street
Farmington, MI 48335

___________________________________________________________________________

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA

1.

Roll Call

2.

Approval of Agenda

3.

Public Comment

4.

Closed Session – Property Acquisition

5.

Commission on Aging to Present Annual Report

6.

Miss Farmington Cities Scholarship Program: Introduction of Candidates

7.

Special Event Applications, Shiawassee Park:
a. Farmington Public Schools Annual Picnic, August 28
b. Allstate Insurance Company Annual Picnic, August 15

8.

Consideration of Resolution to Waive Penalties for Late Filing of Property
Transfer Affidavits

9.

Discuss Budget Money for Broadband Consultant

10.

Consideration to Approve Recommendation to Amend 2018 Concrete Road
Improvement Budget

11.

Other Business

12.

Council Comment

13.

Adjournment

Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting Date:
May 6, 2019

Item
Number
7a

Submitted by: Melissa Andrade
Description: Consideration to Approve Farmington Public School Annual Back to School Picnic
Proposed Motion:
Move to approve Special Event Request to hold Farmington Public Schools’ Back to School
Celebration on Wednesday, August 28, 2019 in Shiawassee Park from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m., with set
up and tear down beginning at 8 a.m. and ending 3 p.m.
Background:
The City received a request from Diane Bauman to hold the Farmington Public School’s annual back
to school picnic at Shiawassee Park on Wednesday, August 28, 2019 from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m. The
event can bring in up to 800 attendees. The school has been holding this event for more than 10 year
and have never had an incident.

Attachments:
Event application

Updated: 7/13/2015 2:25 PM by Melissa Andrade
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Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting
Date: May 6, 2019

Item
Number
7b

Submitted by: Melissa Andrade
Agenda Topic
Special Events Application - Allstate Insurance Company Summerfest
Proposed Motion:
Move to approve the Special Event Application from Allstate Insurance Company for its annual
company picnicin Shiawassee Park on August 15, 2019 from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m.

Background:
Annually, Allstate holds is annual picnic in Shiawassee Park. This year, the attendance number
is expected to be about 200, as it was last year. This is a private event, slated for August 15,
2019, 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. There have never been any problems with this event in the past.

Materials:
Event application

Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting
Date: 5-6-19

Item
Number
8

Submitted by: City Manager
Agenda Topic: Consideration to Approve Resolution to Waive the Penalty for Late Filing of
Property Transfer Affidavits

Proposed Motion: Approve Resolution to Waive the Penalty for Late Filing of Property Transfer
Affidavits.

Proposal A mandated changes to the assessment practices of a local communities, including the
requirement that purchasers file a Property Transfer Affidavit (PTA). The PTA is required to be filed whenever real
estate or some types of personal property are transferred. It is used to ensure that the property is assessed properly
and receives the correct taxable value. The PTA must be filed by the new owner with the City’s Assessor within 45
days of the transfer. If the PTA is not timely filed, a statutory penalty must be applied, unless the City waives said
penalties by resolution. Penalties for not timely filing are provided for in Section 211.27b(1)(c) and (d) of Michigan
Compiled Laws, Chapter 211, and they can be substantial.

Background:

For properties classified as either industrial or commercial real property, the amount of the penalty is as follows:

if the sale price of the property transferred is $100,000,000.00 or less, $20.00 per day for each separate failure
beginning after the 45 days have elapsed, up to a maximum of $1,000.00.

if the sale price of the property transferred is more than $100,000,000.00, $20,000.00 after the 45 days have
elapsed.
For residential real property the amount of penalty is $5.00 per day for each separate failure beginning after 45 days
have elapsed, up to a maximum of $200.00.
The City has no record of ever collecting a penalty fee for late filings. We have been able to locate a resolution
where the City officially waived the penalties for 1995, but only for that year. It appears to have been an agreedupon practice thereafter not to collect a penalty fee for late filings. PTA late filings are not as prevalent today as
they were in the early years after Proposal A was voted in. To ensure the City is meeting state requirements during its
next assessment audit, Oakland County (who does the City’s assessing) has asked that the City pass a resolution
formally waiving the PTA penalty fees as a means of administrative “housekeeping.”
This waiver authority is specifically granted to the City Council in the General Property Tax Act, which provides at MCL
211.27b(5) that “The governing body of a local tax collecting unit may waive, by resolution, the penalty levied under
[Section 27b(1)(c) and (d)].”

Materials: Proposed resolution

RESOLUTION NO. 05-19-XXX
STATE OF MICHIGAN
COUNTY OF OAKLAND
CITY OF FARMINGTON

A RESOLUTION TO WAIVE PENALTIES FOR NON-FILING OF PROPERTY
TRANSFER AFFIDAVITS UNDER MCL 211.27b.
WHEREAS, MCL 211.27a(10) requires the buyer, grantee, or other transferee of the
property shall notify the appropriate assessing office in the local unit of
government in which the property is located of the transfer of ownership of
the property within 45 days of the transfer of ownership, on a form
prescribed by the state tax commission that states the parties to the
transfer, the date of the transfer, the actual consideration of the transfer,
and the property’s parcel identification number or legal description and
WHEREAS, MCL 211.27b(1) requires that if the buyer, grantee, or other transferee in
the immediately preceding transfer of ownership of property do not notify
the appropriate assessing office of the transfer, then penalties as
described in MCL 211.27b(1)(c) or (d) are levied and
WHEREAS, MCL 211.27b(5) provides that the governing body of a local tax collecting
unit may waive, by resolution, the penalty levied under MCL 211.27b(1)(c)
or (d).
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Farmington waives the penalty
for failure to file the Property Transfer Affidavit following a transfer of
ownership pursuant to the local unit's authority contained in MCL 211.27b.

RESULT:
APPROVED BY CONSENT VOTE [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
NAYS:
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Resolution 03-18-

Meeting of March 19, 2018

I, Mary J. Mullison, duly authorized City Clerk for the City of Farmington do hereby
certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a motion adopted by the
Farmington City Council at a regular meeting held on Monday, May 6, 2019, in the City
of Farmington, Oakland County, Michigan.

____________________________________
Mary J. Mullison, City Clerk
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Council Meeting
Date: 5-6-19

Item
Number
9

Submitted by: City manager
Agenda Topic: Funding for Broadband Consultants
Proposed Motion: N/A

Background: For the last year a volunteer group made up of residents from Farmington and
Farmington Hills along with a representative from both city councils has been researching the
possibility of providing broadband services to the cities. The next step in the process would be
to hire a consultant to define the process going forward. Council needs to discuss and decide
whether to put money into the 2019/2020 budget for the consultant.

Materials: None

Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting
Date:

Item
Number
10

May 6, 2019

Submitted by:
Charles Eudy, Superintendent
Agenda Topic:
Recommendation to amend 2018 Concrete Road Improvement budget
Proposed Motion:
Move to approve amended budget for the 2018 Concrete Road Improvement project to
$525,000 with Hartwell Cement Company.

Background:
Two critical items have been added to the contract.



Two catch basin’s at Grand River & Lilac Street to improve drainage and preserve the
road surface.
Variable thickness of existing concrete on Flanders Street is to be replaced with 7 inches
of concrete.

To have the best quality of road replacement on Lilac Street, and Flanders Street the above two
items will impact the contract. City Administration has determined funding was allocated during
the budgeting process to proceed with the Engineers recommendation.

Materials:
Letter of Recommendation from City Engineer

May 2, 2019
Mr. Chuck Eudy
Public Works Superintendent
City of Farmington
23600 Liberty Street
Farmington, MI 48335
RE:

Recommendation to amend approved budget – 2019 Concrete Road Improvements

Dear Mr. Eudy:

Overall, the concrete project that was bid in late 2018 and started in April 2019 is off to a good start. Lilac street
concrete work is complete, and we are about 65-70% complete with the Flanders area. Chesley Street will be the
final area to receive concrete rehabilitation work.
Two critical items have been added to the contract so far; to either enhance the existing conditions or deal with
unforeseen conditions.
•

The first item was the addition of two new catch basins at Lilac Street to help with the drainage near
Grand River. Since this was a “log job”, no topographic survey was completed, and it was not evident
that there was an area that was susceptible to ponding. Once removals occurred and we sent our staking
crew to the field, it was evident that we could not correct this without removing a portion of the Grand
River travel lane. Two catch basins were added based on our field meeting with the contractor and
City. This will help preserve to road surface and result in better drainage and safety.

•

The second item is Flanders area. The concrete thickness is highly variable and ranges from 5.5” to
8.5”. The cores we took showed a consistent 6”. It is not typical for a subdivision street to vary this
much. We have worked with the contractor to put back 7” of concrete but this has led to additional
unforeseen cost.

Currently, we are at a point in the project where we have options. We can either reduce the removals in remaining
portion along Flanders to bring the project as close as we can to the Council approved budget ($489k+/-) OR we
can continue to replace the concrete as originally intended and exceed the approved amount. It should be noted
that the City’s Finance Director has indicated that there were additional funds budgeted under the road project
that could absorb the work needed to complete the project as intended. We are projecting that we will end up just
under $525,000 if we proceed with the planned work. This is approximately 7% over the total that council
approved.
It is our recommendation, if budget allows, the City authorize this work to continue due to the fact that the
contractor is performing well and on schedule, the unit prices are favorable and they are currently mobilized and
can have this work completed within a couple weeks. If we do not proceed, it will undoubtably cost more to come
back and complete this work at a later date.
In years past, we have had many projects come in under budget and have not had to use the contingency. This is a
good example of why we recommend contingency when a project is awarded because every section of street is

Mr. Chuck Eudy
May 2, 2019
Page 2 of 2

different. Before OHM allows the contractor to proceed, we wanted to give the City Council an option to discuss
and have the choice on how to proceed.
If approved, OHM will proceed with drafting a change order based on final field measured quantities. If there are
any questions, we can have someone available at Monday’s meeting to assist.
Sincerely,
OHM Advisors

Matthew D. Parks, P.E.
MDP/mdp
Encl:
cc:

Recommendation of award
David Murphy, City Manager
Chris Webber, City of Farmington
Mitch Master., OHM Advisors
Austin Downie, OHM Advisors
File
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