Regular City Council Meeting
7:00 p.m., Monday, May 4, 2020
Virtual Meeting via Zoom
Meeting ID: 817 6614 5111
Password: 948620

___________________________________________________________________________

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA

1.

Roll Call

2.

Approval of Agenda

3.

Accept the Resignation of Larry Kilner from the Beautification Committee

4.

Proclamation, proposed by Oakland Community Health Network: Mental
Health Awareness Month – May 2020

5.

Consideration to approve amendment to purchase and sale agreement for
property at 3300 Thomas Street and adjacent park property

6.

Other Business

7.

Public Comment

8.

Council Comment

9.

Adjournment

Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting
Date: May 4, 2020

Item
Number
3

Submitted by: Melissa Andrade, Assistant to the City Manager
Agenda Topic: Boards and Commissions: Beautification Committee Resignation – Larry Kilner
Proposed Motion: Move to accept Larry Kilner’s resignation from the Farmington
Beautification Committee.

Background: Larry Kilner has served on the Farmington Beautification Commission for nearly
a decade. He has been the committee chair for a large portion of that time. He is the person
who plants several city gardens, spearheads the city’s beautification awards and manages the
American Flags throughout downtown. He plans to continue his work for the DDA.

Materials: Letter of resignation

Larry R. Kilner
34203 Cortland Street
Farmington, MI 48335

April 15, 2020
Melissa, City Council:
After much thought and consideration, I have regretfully decided to resign from The Farmington
Beautifition Committee for personal reasons. I have enjoyed many years of service, but now I think it's
time to move on and let some younger blood take over!
I will, however, continue the planting and maintaining throughout city!

Sincerely Yours,
Larry Kilner

Farmington City Council
Agenda Item

Council Meeting
Date: 5-4-2020

Item Number
4

Submitted by: Melissa Andrade
Agenda Topic
Adopt proclamation naming May, 2020 Mental Health Awareness Month
Proposed Motion
Move to adopt proclamation naming the month of May, 2020 Mental Health Awareness Month
Background
Oakland Community Health Network sent Mayor Bowman an invitation for the City of
Farmington to join a community-driven collaboration declaring May 2020 as Mental Health
Month.

Materials:
Letter to Mayor Bowman
Proclamation

Agenda Topic: Consideration to approve Second Amendment to Purchase and Sale
Agreement for property located at 3300 Thomas Street (former Maxfield Training Center) and
adjacent park property (Shiawassee Park).
Proposed Motion:

Approve Second Amendment to Purchase and Sale Agreement.

Background: The City of Farmington and Farmington Public Schools entered into a Purchase
and Sale Agreement under which the City agreed to buy the roughly 3-acre MTC property and
the portion of Shiawassee Park that is owned by the Schools (the westernmost end of the park)
and leased by the City. The agreement was signed in June 2019, and the City has been
undertaking its due diligence since then—everything from survey and title work to soils testing to
environmental testing. There were issues with both title and the survey, but those have been
resolved to the City’s general satisfaction. The issues with the environmental condition have
proven more difficult to resolve.
The agreement has been extended a number of times, with the City and the School most
recently both approving a First Amendment to Purchase and Sale Agreement that extended the
City’s due diligence to April 10, 2020 to deal with some newfound environmental issues on the
southwest portion of the MTC site. The City’s environmental review disclosed some significant
contamination that the City and any potential purchase will need to deal with. The reports
relating to that condition (a Phase 1 and Phase 2 and BEA) have been provided to the Council.
There will be some cost to clean it up.
The attached Second Amendment does 4 things:
1. It reduces the purchase price form the original agreement from $750,000 to $690,000 in
recognition of the contaminated area.
2. It extends the date for closing another 10 weeks from the date of the Second Amendment
in order to allow the City to secure its financing for the purchase. The City agrees to close
within 10 days after it receives its financing through the purchase installment process, but
in any event not later than 10 weeks from the date of the Second Amendment.
3. It requires the City to acknowledge that there are no other impediments to close beyond
financing – in other words, the City waives any title or survey issues and the environmental
issues as reasons not to close. In other words, the School is seeking to make clear that
the City will proceed with the purchase even though it is aware of the need to remediate
the contamination on the site and that the City will not claim that condition as a basis not
to proceed with the purchase.
4. It provides that the City’s $10,000 good faith deposit goes “hard” – that is, it becomes nonrefundable, although still applicable to the purchase price. So, if the City at some point
between the effective date of this Second Amendment and the date upon which the City is
supposed to close determines not to close, or is unable to close, the good faith deposit is
retained by the School District.
The City’s commitment of a substantial sum of money to proceed with the purchase of a
property that has some contamination issues and might be seen as overvalued by the School

District (some might say substantially overvalued) given its condition. But when it entered into
the purchase agreement back in June 2018 it did so because it decided that the City needed to
control the property in order to control the fate of a hugely important area of the City. The School
district has tried and failed to market and close on the MTC property before. What became
clear from those efforts is that the City would not be in control of the final development fate—
involved in the process, but not ultimately driving it. And so long as the MTC is owned by the
Schools, and sale of the property would be approved by the School Board, many of the
incentives that would actually be necessary to redevelop it could only be granted by the City and
decided on by City Council. Having to rely on both the School Board and City Council for
decisions made for a confusing process for purchasers of the property.
Hence the Council’s determination in 2018 to buy the property for purposes of:






Simplifying the Development Process – Eliminating the School Board from the decisionmaking process and having all decisions made by City Council, brings efficiency and
certainty to the process.
Ensuring the Property is Developed According to the City’s Master Plan – The City’s
Master Plan and other planning documents call for specific types of developments on the
site. These types of developments might not result in the highest purchase price for the
property. In order to control the type of development, and possibly accept a development
that does not bring in the highest purchase price, ownership of the property is a
necessity.
Transferring the Western Portion of Shiawassee Park from the School to the City –
Although Shiawassee Park seems like one continuous park, the western end is owned by
the School and the remainder is owned by the City. This prevents either entity from
obtaining grants to redevelop Shiawassee Park because single ownership is a
requirement for most grants.

The document before the Council confirms that the City will go ahead with the purchase even
though it is now aware of the contaminated area in the parking lot along Thomas Street—with a
slight reduction in price—because all of those goals/purposes still exist. The City has recently
hired consultants (CIB/ARS) who have provided information to the City about how the parcel
can be developed, the availability of County and State Brownfield funds for environmental
cleanup, and development incentives provided by the Michigan Department of Environment,
Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE).
If purchased, Administration will immediately begin the Request for Qualifications process, with
the assistance of its consultants, in order to begin the redevelopment process for the property.

